2.   BRAND, PEEK GYNT AND JULIAN

LAST week I dealt with Ibsen's apprenticeship to
his art: to-day I have to turn to the Ibsen of
achievement. Before he left Kristiania in 1864, there
had been added to his personal tribulations a deep
concern for the darkening political situation in Europe*
The warmth with which he had taken up the idea of
Scandinavian solidarity and unity had received a
chilling douche, with the refusal of Norway and
Sweden to fight shoulder to shoulder with their Danish
kinsfolk in the unequal struggle against Prussia and
Austria; thus, to his accumulated grievances against
his fellow-countrymen was added bitter resentment
that, in the hour of Denmark's need, they had shown
what he regarded as pusillanimity and calculating
opportunism. The grant of the Storting, however,
had made it possible for Ibsen to turn his back on it
all. In April 1864, he left Kristiania for Rome,
travelling by way of Vienna and Trieste, a journey
which, with every hour, opened up new visions of
beauty and wider horizons. In Italy Ibsen attained,
for the first time, spiritual freedom, " self-liberation " ;
it was as if he had at last emerged from a long tunnel
into the sunshine. The darkness and confusion in
which he had hitherto lived were behind him; and
the worrying and gnawing thoughts of the bank-
ruptcy of the Scandinavian idea, Norway's betrayal of
the Danish cause, were kept at sufficient distance to
allow him to regard them objectively. As he began
to build up his life anew, there gradually emerged
into consciousness a great positive mission, a " calling ",
a crusade against the lies and the falseness that pervaded
the life of civilization. This mission first crystallized
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